Miniatura City Theatre

The Diamond Mystery
based on the series of books “Lasse and Maja's Detective Agency” by
Martin Widmark and Helena Willis (published in the UK under the title
“The JerryMaya Detective Agency”).
Translation: Barbara Gawryluk
Adaptation and Direction: Ireneusz Maciejewski
Set Design and Puppets: Dariusz Panas
Lyrics: Joanna Herman
Music: Old Time Radio
Cast
Lasse, Journalist | Jakub Ehrlich
Maja, Journalist | Wioleta Karpowicz
Muhammed Carat, Verger Svensson, Journalist | Piotr K³udka
Police Chief, Lollo Smitt, Journalist | Jacek Majok
Ture Modig, Thief, Journalist | Hanna Miœkiewicz
Siv Leander, Thief, Journalist | Jadwiga Sankowska
Waitress, Policeman, Thief | Magdalena ¯uliñska
Performance suitable for children aged: 6+
Duration: 1 h 20 min with intermission
World premiere: 15 April 2012
'Miniatura' City Theatre, ul. Grunwaldzka 16, Gdañsk

The world premiere of the theatre
adaptation of “The Diamond Mystery”,
the first book in the bestselling detective
series by Martin Widmark.
The “Lasse and Maja's Detective Agency” series tells the story of two school friends,
Maja and Lasse, who set up a detective agency and help solve mysteries in the
fictional town of Valleby.
“The Diamond Mystery” is an Agatha Christie-style crime mystery for the very young,
children aged 6 and above, with a thief, suspects and a pair of clever detectives. The
performance contains elements of interaction with the audience – the actors assume
the roles of journalists who not only describe the main characters' adventures but
also conduct an investigation with the help of the audience. They collect evidence,
carry out interviews and draw their own conclusions. The young audience is given the
chance to feel like detectives or journalists themselves.
The production is enhanced by a detailed miniature model of the town, where the
architecture draws on characteristic landmarks of Gdañsk. There's a camera going
down the streets, recording selected scenes, following the main characters'
footesteps and the dangerous police chase after the getaway car.
The play is full of humour, dynamic, surprising and unconventional, which helps to
blur the border between the stage and the audience. It is also the first episode in a
theatre series for children; the next part, “The Cinema Mystery”, will have its
premiere in the autumn.

Set projects by Dariusz Panas

'Miniatura' City Theatre
One of the oldest theatres in Poland – in existence for over 65 years! Its repertoire, of
high artistic merit, is aimed at the entire family and involves talented artists from
Poland and abroad. Each year the theatre gives around 250 performances, watched
by over 50,000 people. The plays produced include classical works as well as
contemporary children's and young adult literature for audiences as young as 12
months.
In addition, 'Miniatura' strives to undertake non-standard activities such as the
production of a theatre detective series or activities aimed at entering the city's
public space - open-air performances, for example. The theatre's repertoire is
supplemented by the numerous events which accompany premieres or which are coproduced with other cultural institutions, publishers or non-governmental
organisations. These include family workshops, open meetings, panels and debates,
book fairs, festivals or theatre shows.
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Extracts from reviews
We take a peek at the small sleepy town of Valleby, where normally nothing much
happens. Until there's series of robberies from a jeweller's shop. School friends, Maja
and Lasse, from an amateur detective agancy, have to discover who has been stealing
the diamonds. The investigation is followed by journalists from a local newspaper
who come out to meet the audience. They ask questions. They write down the
evidence. The audience react spontaneously. . . A Tri-City band, Old Time Radio, have
composed original music to accompany the play. In it you will find fragments inspired
by crime noir, Bogart films or the works of Quentin Tarantino. . . A round of applause
for the music, set design, the idea of the town model and the camera and for quality
literature for children. 'Miniatura' Theatre's latest premiere can undoubtedly be
considered a success.
Gra¿yna Antoniewicz, “Dziennik Ba³tycki”
“The Diamond Mystery”, Gdañsk's 'Miniatura' Theatre's latest production, is a lively,
daringly directed crime story to entertain children and adults alike. . . . The set design
by Dariusz Panas is simple, yet imaginative - apart from the town model, there are
only three cupboards on stage, reminiscent of 1960s office decor, which,
supplemented by single elements (such as metal bars or a showcase with precious
stones) in subsequent scenes, serve multiple functions as Lasse and Maja's room, the
police station or the jeweller's shop. The puppets themselves (also designed by
Dariusz Panas) are excellent as well, especially the exaggerated Muhammed Carat
and Lollo Smitt, in a blond Elvis style. The distinctive puppets are, on the one hand,
linked to the book illustrations, and on the other, Panas has introduced a great deal of
his own ideas into their design.”
Dorota Karaœ, “Gazeta Wyborcza”
Where an excellent text (apparently Martin Widmark is the most frequently borrowed author in Sweden, having dethroned even the legendary Astrid Lindgren in
this respect) meets the fresh and open attitude of a young, though experienced,
director (Ireneusz Maciejewski has taken part in over 50 theatre productions and has
a few successful adaptations under his belt), it is bound to result in something interesting. Funny, surprising and unconventional – these are the three words I would use
to define this play.”
Urszula Morga, qlturka.pl

Puppet projects by Dariusz Panas

